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William Carey
Discoveries
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Age of Exploration– From 
the 15th century to the 17th 
century, explorers from many 
different European countries set 
off to find new lands and trade 
routes. Because ships had become 

a steady form of transportation, 

explorers could sail the seas and 
map the world. As explorers 
discovered new continents, they 
began to explore and settle the 
land there.



William Carey
Life in England

Apprenticeships—In 18th century 

England, most young people took an 

apprenticeship, often for seven years, 

to assist and learn from a skilled 

tradesman. Young men and women 

would often begin with menial tasks 

like cleaning or making deliveries and 

advance to more difficult tasks as they 

progressed. Having an apprentice was a 

good way for a skilled tradesman to have 

help and pass on a trade. 
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William Carey
Missions

Matthew 28

“Expect 

great things from God. Attempt great things for God.”
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“Expect 



William Carey
Bible Lesson

Read Matthew 28:19-20  e  e  e  e dead  e a ea ed   

d e  a d a  e  e e e  e  e a e ded  ea e  R  e e 

e d e  a ed  a e  e  a e e  a  e a  e ea  

 e a ded e     a  e d  ea  e  a e 

d e  a d a e e e  e  e  a e a e a e   e e d  e e  

e a d  e e d  e a e  e  ed  e  e a  e e   

e e  a   e e d  e   e  a  e ea     

a  d a d  e  a      e e  a   e e  a   

The Great 
Commission

Since the Great Commission 

applies to all believers, does 

that mean every single one 

of us is called to go to the 

mission field? Some believers 

are called to travel around 

the world telling people 

about Jesus. Others are 

called to stay where they 

are, telling their neighbors 

about Jesus and helping 

others grow closer to God. 

Some support missionaries 

through gifts of money, 

resources, or prayers. 

Whether God calls you to 

stay or go, every believer is 

commanded to live so that 

Christ shows in their lives 

(1 Peter 5:9). 
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William Carey
To India

e e   d a d  e ea  a  a d  a  e e 
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 e e e  e e d e a  e e  a d ea  e a a e  

39

DAY

5

Hindu Religion—Hinduism is one of the 

oldest religions in the world. It’s also the 

third largest religion in the world, right 

after Christianity and Islam. Hindus believe 

that when you die, you will reincarnate as 

someone or something else. They also believe 

that if someone does enough good things in 

their life, they will become more and more 

perfect, eventually becoming free of their 

death and reincarnation cycle. Another 

belief is the theory of karma, which means 

that the good or bad things you might be 

experiencing are a consequence of what 

you have done in the past. Hindus believe in 

various ancient holy books as well as a few 

different gods and goddesses, depending 

on their particular sect of Hinduism. This 

religion is still widely practiced in India today. 

Nearly 80% of Indians today are Hindu, and 

less than 3% are Christians.

Hindu Religion—Hinduism is one of the

oldest religions in the world. It’s also the 

h h h



William Carey
Dye Factory
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Indigo Dye—Indigo 

is a beautiful blue 

plant that can be 

used to dye fabrics. 

In William’s factory, 

the indigo leaves 

were soaked in water 

for about a day until the 

water was a blue color. 

Then, fabrics like cotton 

were dipped into the water 

and set out to dry. When it 

was dry, the fabric would be 

a blue color. If they wanted 

a darker blue, the fabric 

was dipped in the dye 

multiple times. 

Indigo Dye—Indigo 

is a beautiful blue 

plant that can be 

used to dye fabrics. 

In William’s factory,In William’s factory, 

the indigo leavesthe indigo leaves 

were soaked in water 

for about a day until the 

water was a blue color. 

Then, fabrics like cotton 

were dipped into the water 

and set out to dry. When it 

was dry, the fabric would be 

a blue color. If they wanted 

a darker blue, the fabric 

was dipped in the dye 

multiple times. 



William Carey
A New Mission
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 e  e  a d d    e ed   
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the group of ten adults and nine children could establish a missionary 

house there  efore long  the missionaries ere running schools for 

nglish and engali children  printing more copies of the ible  and 

preaching in the surrounding areas  hen illiam learned that the 

leader of the dye factories changed shortly after they mo ed and that 

the ne  leader as opposed to missionary or  he sa  ho  od had 

clearly led them to erampore  

oon 

a en 

o that

onary 

for 

nd 

he

that 

d had 
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Pohela Boishakh—Bengali people 
celebrate a colorful spring festival 
called Pohela Boishakh, which is their 
New Year’s Day. Children wear bright 
traditional clothes and enjoy special 
treats like pitha (sweet rice cakes). On 
this important day, families clean their 
homes, draw colorful alpona (floor 
art) using rice paste, and visit fairs 
with exciting rides and puppet shows. 
Bengali children also receive new 
clothes and books for this celebration, 
because education and learning are 
highly valued in Bengali culture.



William Carey
Fruit

he mission or  at erampore ourished  and soon the printing press had t el e full time or ers  erything as 

going ell  e cept for one thing  illiam arey had been in ndia for se en years  and not one person had con erted to 

hristianity  ne day  a local man named rishna al fell and dislocated his shoulder  r  homas  ho as isiting the 

mission house  helped him reco er and shared the gospel ith him  rishna al and his friend o ul began isiting the 

mission house to tal  ith the missionaries about od  eryone as thrilled hen rishna al and o ul decided to 

become hristians ust before hristmas

he missionaries aited an iously to see ho  these men ould be treated by the other locals and ho  they ould 

respond  hen rishna al and o ul bro e caste by eating ith the missionaries  the local people ere angry and 

made threats  rishna al and his family ere imprisoned  but od used that to help him lead his family to belie e in 

esus  he day that rishna al as bapti ed as a onderful day for all of the missionaries  ll of the ne  hristians 

ere soon bapti ed  and many more ndian people ere sa ed after that  

t el e full time or ers  erything 

d t h d t d

h
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Caste—The caste system in India was an elaborate social structure made 

up of multiple classes. The highest class was made up of priests, the lower 

three were soldiers, merchants, and landowners, and the poorest people 

were called “untouchables.” People married and made friends only with 

others in their caste. To eat with someone who was not part of your caste 

was culturally unacceptable. Today in India, the caste system is officially 

banned, but it still affects marriages, friendships, and job opportunities. 



William Carey
The Serampore Trio

n the years that follo ed  illiam arey and t o other men at 

the erampore mission  illiam ard and oshua arshman  

or ed together so ell that they became no n as the 

erampore rio  illiam as as ed to teach at a college for 

ritish young men ho anted to or  in the go ernment of ces 

in ndia because he ne  the language better than any other 

non nati e  e as as ed to translate go ernment documents  

ne of the largest setbac s as hen the printing building caught 

re  lmost e erything used to print as destroyed  and a ne ly 

nished manuscript of the ible in another ndian language as 

lost along ith many other aluable documents  eople in ndia 

and ngland raised money to restore damages caused by the re  

s more people learned about the erampore rio and their or  

in ndia  more missionaries came  illiam spent  years in ndia 

and ne er tra eled any here else  e died and as buried at the 

erampore ission urial round in 

nt of ces 

other 

uments  

ng caught 

a ne ly 

ge as 

ndia 

the re  

ir or  

ndia 

at the 
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Family—William’s wife, Dolly, struggled with mental health for most of her married life. William’s 4 sons were rather unruly and undisciplined. Joshua Marshman and his wife helped train the boys and care for Dolly while William was busy working. Despite the family’s hardships, God still used William’s sons. Felix became a missionary to Burma, and other family members became missionaries as well. William’s story shows us that famous missionaries are just as human as you are. No missionary ever served God perfectly or without sinning. God can use us in spite of our failures, and He can use our weaknesses for His good. 



William Carey
Family Mission Challenge

illiam arey is often called the ather of odern issions  t is 

through his in uence and or  that uropean countries began sending 

out missionaries  is boo  the mission board he helped start  and his 

faithful years of ser ice moti ated many more people to go into all the 

orld ith the gospel  hen od called him to do something out of the 

ordinary ay of life at the time  he chose to listen  od used that choice 

to inspire missions around the orld  

od calls all of us to uni ue mission elds  

hether far from home or close by  e must 

listen to Him and faithfully do what He wants 

us to do  pend some time answering these 

uestions together as a family  

e

What does your family believe about God and missions?

 How has God called your family to be different from other families around you?

 How can you fulfill the Great 
Commission as a family? 

 What resources or abilities has God given you to use as a family?

 What is one way your family can serve others this week?
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